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Photography

The basis behind my Project is an attempt to isolate 
the sentimental meaning behind Blackpool in 
comparison to the public’s media influenced, 
perception. Blackpool has been categorised as the 
quintessential northern British holiday, as people 
from all over the north will have at some point in their 
life been to the seaside town to soak in what the town 
has to offer. Whether that be the lingering musk of 
salt water or the infamous Bonny Street Market.
The images have been arranged in a way so that the 
larger A2 size image of the tower is the image that 
should grasp your immediate attention. Whereas the 
surrounding images are the ones that contain a lot of 
detail from other areas of the seafront.
The images present a variety of seafront images 
combined with street photography. I have tried  
to take the majority of the images with a common 
theme of having the main attraction of the town—
The Blackpool Tower—somewhere discreetly in  
the background.
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Photography 

What does it take to be a woman in today’s world? 
Is it the way that we dress? Is it the way we talk? Who 
we are attracted to? Who we voted for? Or is it all these 
things? None of them perhaps. 
For my final year at university, I spent time focusing 
on opinions. I buried myself in what people thought 
and what opinions surrounded my world, until I 
couldn’t do it anymore. I stopped asking what and 
started to focus on the why. I wanted to know what 
happened and what is always happening to make up 
these opinions. 
So, I asked. 
In my third year, I spent time talking to women about 
what it takes to be female in 2020 and how did we get 
here? Each woman gave a different reflection, so this 
is something I wanted to portray.
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Photography

My project explores the relationship between people, 
their home and the mundane tasks that people do 
within their homes.  These tasks are something that 
everyone can relate to as they range from vacuuming, 
brushing teeth or having a snack.  I have always had 
a fascination with the ordinary and unremarkable 
moment in people’s lives that tend to be forgotten  
or unnoticed.  
This is why I have decided to shine a light on these 
moments and bring attention to these everyday tasks 
by staging and exaggerating the photo.  Originally, I 
set out to photograph day to day tasks that people do 
however, the photos were dull and uninteresting, just 
like the tasks are.  The original idea is still at heart of 
the project, with an addition of a dramatic twist.
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Photography 

My personal intrigue within the realms of photo—
graphy comes from my journeys I have of the day 
to day. I tend to focus on documentation within a 
mix of urban and natural environment and try to 
observe the ongoing of the landscape as well as  
look out for hidden details that are often overlooked 
by the public. 
This stems from my personal ability to always be 
observant even when I’m not doing photography at 
the time I tend to look around and memorize spots I 
can use for future works.
The objective of this project was to gather a selection 
of photos that are based around various cities that 
will be focused on documenting unique angles 
and hidden places that are often overlooked. I aim 
unravel and reveal the hidden perspectives you can 
find snooping throughout a city all the way from the 
historical landscapes to the typical street. 
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Photography

The construction of meaning in photographs can 
be shaped by the photographer and the beholder. 
The photographer can create images that capture 
his own personal interpretation of the reality. On 
the other hand, the beholder can construct a new 
meaning of the image guided by their perception 
and interpretation. 
The aim of this project is to look at these two facets 
in the construction of meaning, relying on Surrealism 
and Pictorialism. The first part of the project Dreaming 
blind people’s dreams provides images to dream 
narratives of blind people that do not contain visual 
imagery; hence, exploring the photographer’s role in 
the construction of meaning. 
The second part of the project, The Law of Simplicity, 
challenges the beholder’s perception and 
interpretation of the images by presenting a new 
connection between everyday objects and shadows 
that lead to new configurations. 
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Photography 

Photography is a way for me to explore people and 
their situations, it allows me to engage with people 
of different ages and learn their stories. However, my 
approach with my project is to look at how people 
interact with others, whether they react the same 
because maybe that’s how society has made us? Is it 
the environment they are in? Or is it the people they 
are around? Looking into social interactions and how 
people behave stemmed my interest into looking at 
what affects a person’s reaction and interactions
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Photography 

In 2015 I was diagnosed with Benign Intracranial 
Hypertension, this body of work I have made focuses 
on my condition and how it has affected me. Last 
summer I fell really ill, I spent weeks in and out of the 
hospital, during this time my condition deemed to 
get worse by the minute to the point where I lost sight 
in both of my eyes meaning that I could only see a 
strip of light. I now can only see fully out of one eye. I 
want to show this through my work and to create work 
which reflects on the fact I am now visually impaired 
by demonstrating the lighting technique to replicate 
how I see. 
I have focused on parts of the body and facial 
expressions and parts that I felt myself become more 
self-conscious of. Having a loss of sight heightens all 
your other senses which made me so conscious of the 
things I do in my everyday life
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Photography

It’s important for photographers to react quickly to 
situations, life events and what’s around them. It’s an 
opportunity for us as creatives, to react and make art 
out of a situation. Covid-19 has affected the world, all 
of our lives and all ages. As a supermarket worker, my 
daily work life has changed dramatically as has my 
living situation, studies and day to day life. It’s a scary 
time for us all and as a photography student I feel it’s 
my duty to document what we’re going through for 
future generations to look at. I will be exploring my 
day to day life as a supermarket assistant during the 
2020 Covid-19 outbreak in Britain.
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Photography 

 “We all have different lives, different stories, and that’s 
what makes us unique” -Pooja Yadav
In life we pass many strangers but never think twice 
about who they are. But I spent a lot of my time people 
watching and being interested by other people’s lives 
and seek to capture this with photography. But you can 
only learn so much about someone through a portrait 
through looks, I want to create and share a story and 
give a new perspective. In order to reveal more to a 
person, I worked directly with strangers and created 
a unique interaction. I photographed strangers and 
combined their image with their handwritten text 
to these questions: “What is something that no one 
would guess about you? What is something that no 
one else knows about you? Tell me about yourself”.  
Through this, a stranger is no longer a stranger 
as you gain insight about their identity and their  
unique story. 
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Photography

Living in a one room student flat in the middle of a 
global pandemic isn’t the greatest experience I have 
had in my life. In my series Quarantine, I explore 
with my camera my daily life in the middle of a great 
historical event. Life in quarantine is mundane and 
repetitive like a broken record but my partner and 
I still find creative ways to keep ourselves going in 
this difficult time, whether it be through zoom calls 
with family or wiping down our groceries with anti-
bacterial wipes. 
This series is documentative but also acts as a visual 
diary, as these images are being made for future 
generation to study and see what life was like 
during  the COVIS-19 crisis. It is a work that I hope 
future generations, even my own children and 
grandchildren, greatly benefit from. 
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Photography 

Our planet is something we all take for granted each 
day. Everything we do, everywhere we go, everything 
we wear to everything we eat it all matter… just in 
case you didn’t know. 
I have used photography to create different media 
forms within a campaign style inspired by Stella 
McCartney to address ongoing environmental issues 
happening each day to make people aware of the 
problems and what we can do to begin a resolution. 
Using posters, magazines, stickers and more to 
educate the audience about various environmental 
topics with hope that one small change from one 
person will begin to make one big difference to  
our planet. 
Remember there isn’t a planet B.
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Photography

My work explores the technical and cultural history of 
tapestry making mixed with the modern techniques 
of photography and digital image making. I started 
this project by printing out images that were scanned 
from bought vintage images found in job lots  
on eBay. 
Originally, I was just embroidering onto the printed 
images and concealing the identities of the people 
in them by sewing over their faces, particularly  
their eyes. 
I edited images taken from old photographs of me 
with friends and family to crop them down to my eyes. 
Overlaying my eyes on top of the subjects implanted 
my own identity into theirs making their history a 
substitute for my own. The final images will have an 
embroidered border. The almost medieval looking 
composition of the subjects which mimic the old style 
of renaissance paintings create the link back to the 
tapestry theme I started with. 
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Photography 

My photography practice addresses movement and 
the passing of time through street photography.  
My motivation stems from the idea that the society in 
which we live, is such an engrossed, busy entity where 
many spend their time rushing about or consumed by 
their phones. Is it possible to take a moment to step 
back and appreciate the beauty that is all around us? 
Whether this be through the architecture of ancient 
buildings or simply the displays in shop windows, we 
are surrounded by captivating sights which often fade 
into the background of our busy lives.  
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Photography

The basis of my photographic practice revolves 
around the idea of identity and how a person sees 
themselves. This can include events, experiences and 
paths they’ve crossed throughout their journey of 
becoming who they are. During this time, I felt it was 
right to experiment with the use of text and image, to 
see how they compliment each other and give a voice 
to the subject in the photographs.
The work explores people’s life journeys in response 
to the question ‘What Makes You, You?’ To respond to 
this, I asked my subjects to capture a self-portrait in a 
place they are comfortable in or a place that means 
something to them. To accompany this, on a piece 
of paper I have asked my subjects to write a written 
response to my question ‘What makes you, you?’ then 
photograph this too. 
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Photography 

 A World That No Longer Exists.
I use photography as means of documenting and 
interpreting the world around me. Photography is 
a means to look into the past, but not to stay there. 
I make pictures for myself, to digest at a later date, 
where I’m more able to understand my emotions 
and thought process. My goal is to use my camera 
like a time machine, to open a world that no longer 
exists, a place of fragmented memories, but also  
new perspectives.
My subject choice comes from a place of curiosity 
about the world and how it’s changing around us 
without us noticing. I seek to know what’s beneath the 
surface. Recently, I have begun to include illustrations 
within my work, as a symbol of the memory that 
comes from looking at a certain photograph. 
I am inspired by the moments we lose in time.  
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Photography

Memories in Bloom hopes to challenge the stigma 
of living with dementia often portrayed in the media, 
by reflecting on a person’s memories, unique stories 
and staying active both mentally and physically.  The 
photographs  capture the members of the Bright 
Memories Project continue with life, attending 
activities, such as weekly walks and art sessions. 
The individuals within the images include people 
living with dementia, their carers and volunteers.  
The photographs aim to show the strong sense of 
community within the Bright Memories Project, 
picking up colours and details from their activities 
and creating my own memories from this time.   
I am very passionate about portraying dementia 
differently against the media, as my late Grandad 
lived with dementia, so I hope to not only reflect 
on my personal experience with him but to also 
incorporate other people’s stories too.
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Photography

After travelling to Beijing in 2018 I fell in love with 
the fast pace atmosphere, the architecture and the 
lifestyle. This experience has led me to explore and 
photograph the UK Chinatowns and see how they 
compare. Travelling to Liverpool, Manchester and 
Birmingham, I spent a many hours at each location to 
capture the life there. 
Since the lock down my project has changed slightly 
as I am unable to travel.
Korean Pop music has had a big impact on my life for 
the past 2 years, on social media I have a fan account 
for my favourite band. Over time I have gained a 
following from all over the world that interact with me 
daily, I have asked them for photos of their daily life 
as I find it interesting to see a snippet into people’s 
surroundings and lifestyle. I have received photos 
from Malaysia, Philippines and Norway.
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Photography 

I have been doing photography for five years now, and 
I only recently found my love for sports photography. 
I had it in my head that I wanted to do editorial and 
nothing else, but I have another path now, and a 
hopefully a more promising one. 
When I’m at football games, I tend to be a bit trigger 
happy and take whatever photos I can, I don’t want 
to miss a single thing. Which I think is why this 
image has to be one of my favourites. It was a perfect 
December day and the afternoon sun made the 
game well worth photographing. There was plenty of 
action between the teams and I captured this at the 
right moment. Surrounded by Liverpool players, one 
City player stands alone and defends the ball, and it 
creates a story within the frame.
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Photography

Stemming from a project during my second year in 
which I photographed my own room and explored 
the space in which I spent most of my time and had 
made my own, this project extends to other people’s 
space. I am interested in how other people inhabit 
and project themselves and their personalities to a 
space, whether that is their bedroom, garden, kitchen, 
or even their studio. Talking with the subjects for 
each shoot and understanding how their individual 
hobbies, interests and academic choices have affected 
how they decorate and fill their spaces helped to focus 
what I photographed during each shoot to create the 
most complete picture of each person. 
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Photography 

My present work combines two of my passions, 
photography and ex-commercial hen rescue. This 
image embodies the majority of my work as an 
environmental photographer and also as a volunteer. 
My degree work explores the short lives of commercial 
hens who at just 72 weeks old are branded as 
commercially unviable and are sent to slaughter 
where they are processed to become cheap dog and 
baby food. The farmers flock is then replenished with 
hens that have just started to lay and the cycle begins 
again. The volunteer work I undertake sees these 
hens rehomed in the gardens, farms and allotments 
of the British public instead of meeting an early end.
COVID-19 has had a great impact on my photography 
with social distancing and Government guidelines, 
I have had to adapt my work to adhere to these 
regulations and because of this I know the future after 
lockdown will lead to more enhanced and refined 
projects to help promote the work of Fresh Start  
For Hens.    

www.cascgallery.co.uk
www.PhotosBySarah.co.uk

Sarah Thornton

http://www.cascgallery.co.uk
http://www.PhotosBySarah.co.uk


Photography

As a keen studio photographer, I am very interested 
in experimenting with light to create different effects. 
A collaboration between myself and Charlotte (a 
University of Chester dance student) lead us to create 
low-key dance themed images. I wanted to use 
lighting that would complement the contemporary 
style of dance. By working together, we were able to 
combine our ideas.  Together we created a powerful 
image that is complimented with light, using a single 
flash to pick out the smallest of detail against the dark 
backdrop. Charlotte’s fantastic contemporary pose is 
gently outlined with the smallest amount of light. 
I most enjoy photography when working with a 
model, using creative lighting and direction to create 
an image complimentary of the style I am working in. 
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Photography 

Aftershock 
I often describe my photography as conceptual 
documentary. I explore and capture personal 
memories and emotions, creating stories through 
my images. As a photographer as well as a graphic 
designer, I enjoy working with multiple medias and 
physical pieces such as documents, materials, and 
collaged images. The mixture of these materials 
within my work set a storyline as well as encapsulate 
the viewers in the physical piece. 
Part of the larger project ‘Aftershock’, this image 
narrates a traumatic car crash I experienced with 
my family seven years ago. The portrait presented 
depicts one of my younger sisters looking off into 
the distance. The colours on her face were used to 
communicate the shock and trauma we as a family 
experienced. One major factor in the presentation of 
this image was the memories of what was running 
through my head at the exact moment of the accident. 
The fear of uncertainty. 

www.cascgallery.co.uk
https://ella-truman-davies.webnode.co.uk

Ella Truman-Davies

http://www.cascgallery.co.uk
https://ella-truman-davies.webnode.co.uk


Photography

Nostalgia is a feeling best evoked by photography.  
By family photos and archives of vernacular imagery.
This body of work aims to challenge the way we perceive 
the everyday documentary or vernacular photograph 
and the impression that the aged aesthetic of your 
family photographs can only be achieved naturally, 
over numerous decades. Throughout this project I 
have worked closely with early photography methods 
and experimented with various chemical processes, 
first used by people such as Anna Atkins and Man Ray, 
to prove that the limitations of film are non-existent, 
and that it is still an incredibly relevant process. The 
objective was to create images that induce feelings 
of nostalgia, due to an aesthetic that would suggest 
the images had come straight out of a 1950’s archive 
rather than having just been produced a couple of 
months ago. 
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Photography 

This is an image that is part of a series called Bond. 
This work was inspired by the bond between humans 
and pets. The work involves a series of pictures with 
people and their pets within people homes, alongside 
which I conducted a survey for them to respond to 
in order to get a sense of their pets’ character and 
the bond between them. My images are secondary 
images which people have taken themselves and sent 
to me due to the COVID-19 outbreak and subsequent 
nationwide lockdown. Some images are of myself 
and my own pets, in addition to pictures that I took 
during my voluntary work with wild-life hedgehogs. 
I have been inspired by many different photographers, 
such as Alexandra Robins, Roy Schmidt and 
John Darwell. These photographers use different 
techniques to provide unique insights into the 
bond between humans and they all and their pets. 
However, a common theme between the three is that 
they all feature nature as their photo shoots take place 
outdoors. The photographs of all three artists also 
highlight the different characteristics of the animals.
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